ST. FRANCIS de SALES

CATHOLIC CHURCH

320 NORTH CHURCH STREET » ROBESONIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19551

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. John A. Frink, M.Div Pastor
Alison Snyder «-—---Director of Religious Education
Christina Kopinski--«--eseeasuce - Administrative Assistant

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

5:00 pm
8:00 am & 10:30 am
WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday - Friday 9:00 am

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Thursday 9:30 am - 7:00 pm
and Benediction at 7:00 pm

RECONCILIATION: Thursday 3:30 am - 10:30 am &
6:15pm ~7:15 pm and Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:45 pm

SPIRITUAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the office
when a parish member has been admitted to the hospital
or has become home bound. Upon request, the
Sacrament of Anointing will be celebrated and Holy
Communion will be brought monthly.

Phone Diocesan Victim
610-693-5851 Assistance Coordinator
Ms. Wendy S. Krisak,
Church E-mall M.A., NCC, LPC
stfrancisrob82 @verizon.net Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Pastor’s E-mail = —
jfrink@allentowndiocese.org Diocesan Safe
Environment Coordinator
Website Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS
www.stfrancisroby.org Secretary for Youth Protection
Office Hours Diocese of Alientown
MOM'Y - Thumw. 1515 Martin Luther Kh" Jr. Drive
P.O.Box F

8:30 am - 12 noon

& CLOSED Fridays Allentown, PA 18105-1538

610-871-5200, Ext. 2204
610-871-5211 (Fax)
prusso@allentowndiocese.org

CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE REPORTING SERVICE: If you have an
allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the Catholic
Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or
phone 800-276-1562.

THE MISSION OF

ST. FRANCIS de SALES PARISH
Guided by the gentle spirit and practical teachings of St.
Francis de Sales, we strive to "Live Jesus" in our daily lives.
We proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the Holy Eucharist, and
are nourished through prayer, worship, love, and service to
others. Together we are building a community that brings joy
to our foith and light to the world, which one day will become
the City of God.

BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated during Mass or on
Sundays after the 10:30 Mass. Parents are asked to contact the parish
office to arrange a time for preparation and to schedule the baptism.

CONFIRMATION AND EUCHARIST: Each child must have received a
full year of religious education at St. Francis prior to beginning the
sacramental preparation classes.

MARRIAGE: In order that the requirements for marriage preparation
may be fulfilled, couples are to contact the parish office at least six
months before the desired wedding date.

WILLS AND DONATIONS: Please consider designating St. Francis de
Sales Parish In your Yast will and testament so Yhat the blessings the
Lord has given you can continue to build His Kingdom here on earth.




Mass Schedule for the Week:
Saturday, October 3, 2026
5:00PM Living & Deceased Boulanger Family Members
Sunday, October 4, 2026
8:00AM Our Parishoners
10:30AM David Charlton
Monday, October §, 2026
9:00AM Intentions for Scarlett & Mason Hummel
Tuesday, October 6, 2026
9:00 AM Alan Rauenzahn
Wednesay, October 7, 2026
9:00 AM Rev. Joseph Martinkovic
Thursday, October 8, 2026
9:00 AM Intentions for Fallen Away Catholics
Friday, October 9, 2026
9:00 AM Intentions for Ken Jackson
Saturday, October 10, 2026
5:00PM Mary Hopko
Sunday, October 11, 2026
8:00AM Intentions for Kathleen Hart
I10:30AM  Joe & Joan Russo
e ———————— e —
Parish Schedule/Announcements

Sunday, October 4: ALPHA Youth @ 4:00pm

Tuesday, October 6: ALPHA @ 6:30pm

Thursday, October 8: Eucharistic Adoration
9:30 — 11:00am ~ with Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament at 11:00am; Reconciliation from 9:30-
10:30am

Sunday, October 11: Pray the Rosary @ 10am

Sunday, October 4:

% Parent & Student classes @ 9am;
Wednesday, October 7:

T Confirmation Practice ~ 6:30pm @ St. Ignatius
Thursday, October 8:

¥ Confirmation -~ 4:30pm @ St. Ignatius

e —— S ———
Lector & Server Schedule

Saturday, October 10
5:00 PM ~ Servers: Bross Lector: Giacobbe

Sunday, October 11
8:00 AM ~ Servers: Palm-Rittle Lector: Nicotra
10:30 AM ~ Servers: Hook

Lector: Robezzoli

‘l“ October 4, 2026 & 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

|
If you are a homebound parishioner or know of a
homebound parishioner unable to attend Mass due
to an illness, please notify the office so we can reach

out to zou :them :

Pray For Our Sick
Delphine Altland, Alicia Balkjy, JoAnn Bartnick, Lisa
Boess, Betty & Harold Brown, Rosemary C., Joseph
Disabella, Savannah Ferrell, Judith Goeltz, Alice
Bernardo-Gold, Michael B. Hasenauer, Suzanne L. Mark-
Hasenauer, Karen Houck, John Hopko, Rose Howard,
John Jones, Leslie & Janet Livinghouse, Mary Ann
Kirkpatrick, Richard L. Mark, Kathleen Miller, Tom
Mirabella, Dave Mitchell, Connor Mocey, Drea Moyer, Joe
Noll, Mary Ann Savitsky, David Snyder, Pat Snyder,
Barbara Lucas Stencel, Andrew Strangarity, Logan

Weaver, Eleana Wilson, John Wroblewski
e
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Readings for the Week

Sunday
Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43

Monday
Gal 1:6-12; Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday
Gal 1:13-24; Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Lk 11:1-4

Thursday
Gal 3:1-5; Lk 11:5-13

Friday
Gal 3:7-14; Lk 11:15-26

Saturday
Gal 3:22-29; Lk 11:27-28

Sunday
Is 25:6-10; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14




Our Return to the Lord
Week of September 27, 2026 ~ $ 5,029.00

A ,
\‘LC)O')ﬁtﬁl‘matron

Please remember in your prayers the students of
our parish who will receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation from Bishop Alfred A. Schlert this
Thursday, October 8th @ 4:30 PM at St. Ignatius
Loyola Church.

Due to Confirmation, there will be NO EVENING
eucharistic adoration from 5-7pm this Thursday.

Volunteers

Meeded!

To maintain the garden beds
around the rectory.

Seeking a few volunteers or a family to maintain the
flower beds around the rectory beginning in spring
until fall with weeding and maintaing shrubbery;
starting immediatly with fall cleanup and
maintenance. If you enjoy working outside and are
interested in a project of this nature, please reach
out to Fr. John after Mass.

STAND UP FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY
At the Berks County Life Chain - '

M
Penn Ave, West Reading W

Sunday, October 4, 2026
2:00 - 3:30 PM

Come out and PRAY!
Take a public stand in support of LIFE!! We
must pray together for God to change hearts
and minds.

Saturday evening @ 5:45 pm provides another
opportunity to come out and prayer-walk Penn
Avenue to ask God’s blessing on the Chain which
begins at St. James Church, West Reading. For more
details, please contact Pam Snyder 610.790.9197 or
pjsnyd@comcast.net

The image of the vineyard is the focus of two of
today's readings. In both cases, things in the vineyard
happen not to turn out the way the owner had planned.
It seems that the people responsible for caring for the
vineyard haven't held up to the owner's expectation.

As we consider these two passages, Jesus wants us to
understand that God is the owner of the vineyard of life.
We are responsible for the upkeep of God's vineyard.
We collaborate in God's ongoing plan of creation,
redemption, inspiration and salvation. We are to harvest
the grapes of life in ways that give life: through honesty,
respect, purity and decency.

As we consider what Jesus presents to us, we realize that
we don't always live up to God's expectation. We know
the kind of vineyard that God wants us to cultivate.

Too often we allow sin, fear and selfishness to prevent
us from producing the kinds of fruit that gives
life. Instead of grapes of life, we may find ourselves
producing grapes of wrath: jealousy, envy and
indifference, or worse, hatred, violence and injustice.

As we look within ourselves and at the world around us,
we can find ourselves at times discouraged and anxious.
At these moments, we need to listen to St. Paul:

"Have no anxiety at all." Francis de Sales has told us
why: “With the single exception of sin, anxiety is the
greatest evil that can happen to a soul.” Francis then
explains his observation. “Instead of removing the evil,
anxiety increases it and involves the soul in great
anguish and distress together with such loss of strength
and courage that it imagines the evil to be incurable - all
this is extremely dangerous.” (Introduction, 4. 11)

We need to be honest. We need to identify those areas
of our lives - our thoughts, feelings, attitudes and actions
- in which we experience difficulty in cultivating a
harvest of peace, justice, reconciliation and love. But we
need to do this without anxiety because anxiety both
weakens our ability to turn away from sin and robs us of
the courage we need to do what is right and good.

After acknowledging the reality of sin and the
shortcomings in our life, we need to dedicate more of
our energies to living “according to what you have
learned and accepted then, the God of peace will be with
you.”

Let us strive each day to produce a harvest of love from
the vineyard of life ...but avoid anxiety in the process.
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Fethsemane
CEME TRy

Open House . "
October 10 & 11 10% Off

12:00 - 4:00pm On all prearranged Burial and Cremation

spaces, vaults, headstone memorials, urns and
Gethsemane Cemetery other memorial goods.

Not interest payment options available.
Traditional Burial

You’ll find no greater selection of in-ground and above Last chance pricing before costs increase.
ground options in all of Berks County than with our burial,

mausoleum and family estate lots throughout the cemetery. *Opening/Closing costs and labor costs are

Cremation excluded from this promotional offer.

At Gethsemane Cemetery, we have over 20 cremation options
to meet your needs, from Columbarium, Indoor Glass Niches,
Cremation Garden to Private Cremation Estates.

Natural Burial

If you're seeking a meaningful way that aligns with your own commitment to environmental stewardship.
our natural burial section, certified by the Green Burial Council, may be the ideal choice.

Veteran Section

We are proud to honor those who have served by offering a complementary grave space in our Vincent
Capodanno Veteran Section to veterans with a qualifying DD-214 form.

3139 Kutztown Road, Laureldale, PA 19605 » 610-929-2613 « info@gethcem.com « www.gethcem.com

Maybe you've thought about planning Everyone deserves a place to be Planning ahead is also a meaningtul
ahead, but the time never seemed quite remembered—a place where family and gift to those you love. It allows you to
right. Perhaps now is the right time to friends can visit, reflect, share memories make your wishes known, choose what
start the conversation. and remain connected for generations. matters most to you and spare your
family from having to make difficult

Join us for a special Open House at
Gethsemane Cemetery and discover the
many ways you can create a permanent
place of remembrance for yourself and
those you love.

Today, there are more choices than ever. decisions later.

From traditional burial and cremation

memorialization to natural burial, you can Come explore. Ask questions.
explore your options, ask questionsand ~ Discover what's possible—and find a plac
discover what feels right for you and your ~ that feels right for your forever home.

family.

WITH PROPERTY TYPES FOR EVERY PREFERENCE AND i 1",\
BUDGET, YOUR LEGACY DESERVES GETHSEMANE CEMETERY. @%EQM Otays jHablamos Espafiolt




Respect Life Month
October 2026

Mary,

Mother of Life &

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell
her that she would conceive and bear a son, Mary
responded with her fiac, “May it be done to me
according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Mary conceives
Christ in her womb, becoming the mother of God,
the mother of Jesus. Jesus himself tells us that he is
“the way and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6). In
becoming the mother of Jesus, Mary becomes the
mother of life. Mary's acceptance in this unforeseen
moment demonstrates how each of us muse welcome
the gift of new human life, even when thac giftis
unexpected or calls us to make sacrifices.

Eve was called the “mother of all the living” (Gen
3:20). Unfortunately, her disobedience broughte

sin into the world. In contrast Mary, chrough her
obedience to God, gives birth to our Salvation. Mary
becomes the New Eve—the new mother of all che
living. Her fiat gives us an example of perfece docility
and cooperation with the will of God.

At the Annunciation, when Mary learns chac her
elderly cousin Elizabeth is six months pregnant, she
travels in haste to visit Elizabeth, spending the nexe
three months at her side, even while pregnanc herself.
In her selfless service to Elizabeth, the Blessed Mother
perfectly models how we are called to accompany
expectant mothers as they prepare to welcome new life
into the world.

Mary’s role as the Mother of Life extends from the
Annunciation all the way to the Crucifixion. On

Conferenee of

‘ ' Catholic Bishops

Oh Mary, “Mother of the living, to
you do we entrust the cause of life”

Evangelium vitae

Calvary, Mary stands at the foot of the Cross with
Saint John. The Gospel tells us: “When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said
to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he
said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother.” And from
that hour the disciple took her into his home” (Jn
19:26-27).

With his final breaths on the Cross, Jesus entruses
Mary and the Beloved Disciple to one another, and by
extension establishes a maternal relationship between
Mary and the Church. Jesus’ words are addressed

not only to Saint John, but to each one of us. In this
moment, the physical mother of |esus becomes the
spiritual mother of the Church and all the faichful.
Saint John goes on to take Mary into his home and
cares for her as she advances in age, demonstrating
our responsibility to continue our care for human life,
from conception to natural death. Mary, who taught
us how to nurture human life, becomes the recipient
of that same honor and care.

The life of the Blessed Mother teaches us to respect
each human life in every stage and circumstance. Mary
is our model for upholding the sancdty of all human
life. O Mary, “Mother of the living, to you do we
entrust the cause of life.™




Every Veteran has earned
help and support.

Don’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

VA US. Department
of Veterans Affairs

BEA

FUNERAL HOMES

Readers Choice *1
Best Funeral Service

David J. Burawski, Supv. 35

610-376-1129

3825 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring

AND CREMATORY BeanFuneralHomes.com

READDG EAGLE

ar 2
Please Continue
To Pray For

Frederick P. Krott

Supervisor

678-3461

[ Ml 243 W. Penn Avenue

FUNERAL HOME INC.

N onize your §
cal'businesses

wWww.aspca.org

You sure I'm in the
right car seat?

Brady |

Kuhn

li Home, INC.

EDWARD J. KUHN, JR, SUPERVISOR
MICHAEL R. KUHN, PRESIDENT

610-374-5440
739 Penn Aveanuc - West Reading, PA
www.kuhnfuneralhomes.com

Kevin | Ale

[\\ Snyder
REMAX of Reading
Happy to Serve our

St. Francis de Sales
Parish Family

ADVERTﬂSE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS SPJ?CE

Join the thousands of professionals and businesses
in our network and begin growing sales, driving

new client visits and building client retention
and name recognition. :
800-883-4343 NV

Since 7978
TURN coMMU
CONNECTIO

We are seeking a Part-Time
Advertising Sales Representative
for this church bulletin.

This is a commission-based opportunity to work with
local businesses who want to reach our parish families.
The bulletin serves as a trusted community directory —
making it a valuable place for businesses to advertise.

FlexiblelSchedulelIMeaningfulRarishlinvolvement

Earn extra cash for College Tuition, Special Vacation,
Christmas Club or Holiday Expenses

If you're outgoing, dependable and comfortable talking
with local business owners, this could be a great fit!

[For;morelinformation¥emailsue@bonventure'net

Acceprr GoD's CHALLENGE

OBLATES

OF
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

I Initecesited cn a vocation

lo the poesthood o2
brotterkeod, contact:

~ Fr. Tim MclIntire, OSFS ~
(610) 282-1100 X1393

Act now to
help end hunger.

/|

In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org AMERICA

119E (PK) - St. Francis de Sales, Robesonia

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836




